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      






               
  CITY OF REDLANDS 

  POLICE DEPARTMENT 
  Chief Mark A. Garcia 

  30 Cajon Street 
  P.O. Box 1025 - Redlands, CA 92373 

  (909) 798-7681 
 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 
June 3, 2013      Contact: Carl Baker 

Phone:  909.798.7633 
FAX: 909.798.7503 
Email: cbaker@redlandspolice.org 

 
For immediate release: 
 
Considering serving alcohol at graduation party? Don’t! 
Police crack down on underage drinking at house parties 
 
The Redlands Police Department will deploy extra patrols to crack down on 
underage drinking at house parties during early June—the first graduation 
season since the Redlands City Council passed the City’s Social Host Ordinance 
in January. This police crackdown, announced during a press conference at the 
Redlands Police Annex today, is part of a collaborative effort to address the 
problems related to binge and underage drinking here.  
 
“Underage drinking is a major threat to the health and safety of Redlands youth,” 
said Mayor Pete Aguilar. “In addition to drinking and driving, which is a major 
cause of death among teens, underage drinking has been linked to a host of 
other serious problems including reduced academic performance, sexual 
assaults, unintended pregnancies, fights, and violence.” 
 
Each year approximately 5,000 young people under the age of 21 die as a result 
of underage drinking nationally, including approximately 1,900 deaths from motor 
vehicle crashes, 1,600 as a result of homicides, 300 from suicides, and hundreds 
from other injuries such as falls, burns, and drowning. (National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism; NIAAA).   
 
“We now have the Social Host Ordinance as a tool to combat underage drinking 
and related problems,” said Redlands Police Chief Mark Garcia. “If you are 
thinking about letting youth at your graduation party drink alcohol, we have a 
message for you: DON’T! We are enforcing the Social Host Ordinance 
vigorously.” 
 



Grants from the California Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs and the 
California Office of Traffic Safety will fund extra night-time party patrols and DUI 
saturation patrols beginning Tuesday, June 4, through Saturday, June 8, aimed 
at keeping graduation celebrations legal and safe. Officers will be writing citations 
and issuing fines under the City’s Social Host Ordinance. Residents who host 
gatherings that allow underage drinking face a $100 fine for a first offense; the 
fine for a second offense is $200; and a third offense is $500. Beginning with the 
second offense, violators will also be responsible for administrative costs, which 
can add up to several thousand dollars. 
 
Binge and underage drinking has reached critical levels locally. Thirty eight 
percent of San Bernardino County TRACE cases involved underage drinking at a 
house party; four of these resulted in fatalities (Target Responsibility for Alcohol 
Connect Emergencies). Between 2009 and 2010, 55 percent of 11th graders in 
Redlands said it was “very easy” to obtain alcohol, according to the California 
Healthy Kids Survey. The survey also found that the average age when children 
first use alcohol is 12 years old (California Healthy Kids Survey). In 2009, 1,466 
youth under 21 were discharged from San Bernardino County emergency rooms 
with alcohol in their system. (California Department of Public Health’s EpiCenter). 
 
Adults identify underage drinking at house parties as the top substance abuse 
problem in Redlands with 94 percent characterizing it as major or somewhat of a 
problem (Adult Attitude and Perception Survey, 2011-2012), and 72 percent of 
youth surveyed in Redlands said alcohol is among the top three drugs used by 
youth (Youth Attitude and Perception Survey, 2011-2012). According to the 
Pacific Institute on Research and Evaluation (2010) the cost of underage drinking 
in California is approximately $6.8 billion annually—$1,811 per year for each 
youth in the State. In San Bernardino County, that cost is $180 per resident. 
 
“Redlands youth deserve long healthy lives,” stated Mario Saucedo, Chair of 
Common Vision Coalition. “We urge Redlands residents to keep their graduation 
parties free from alcohol. Instead of ending in a ticket or a tragedy, let your 
graduation celebration be a truly happy event remembered fondly for years to 
come.” 
 
Participants from the Redlands Police Department, Redland City Council, City 
Manager’s Office, the Common Vision Coalition, public health advocates, and 
Redlands Unified School District are working together to reduce problems related 
to binge and underage drinking through a strategic, comprehensive approach 
including community engagement, data collection, developing specific policies, 
enforcing appropriate policies, and media advocacy in order to bring about a 
safer, healthier community. 
 
Redlands Police press releases and other information are available on the 
Redlands Police Department Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/redlandspolice or on the Department website at 
www.redlandspolice.org   
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FINES INCLUDE 

Know the LAW!  
 
The Redlands Police Department wants you to be 
aware of a new underage drinking law: 

 

The Social Host Ordinance makes it  
ILLEGAL for ANYONE to provide a place 
for MINORS (under 21) to drink alcohol. 

*After the 2nd Violation, cost recovery for Police, 
Fire, and Emergency Services that respond, can be 
included and amount to several  thousand dollars. 

 Adults and/or minors can be cited for hosting 
a party where underage drinking occurs. 

 

 Adults and/or minors who host parties where 
underage drinking takes place can face fines 
ranging from $100-$500*. 

 

$100 Fine  

$200 Fine*  

$500 Fine* 

What does this mean? 

Throwing a Party? 



 

 Do not provide alcohol to minors under the age of 21. YOU WILL BE CITED 

 Keep the guest list to people you know 

 Supervise activities if party guests include adults and minors  

 If adults are present and you are serving alcohol, designate an area and have a 

server check government issued ID’s  

 Alert police if you suspect underage drinking is taking place – you will not get 

cited for taking precautions to ensure the safety of your guests 

Anyone can report information on underage drinking parties directly to the Redlands Police  

Department by calling our tip line (909) 798-7681 or post an anonymous message on: 

  http://www.cityofredlands.org/311 

 

You can also call or send a text to the confidential national WE-Tip Hotline at: 

800-78-CRIME (800-782-7463). 

Keep Alcohol AWAY from MINORS!  

Do not allow minors (under 21) access to alcohol: 

http://www.cityofredlands.org/311





















